
Ibstock: a Leicestershire village in the 
Nineteenth Century, 
and the Ball Family 
by Roy S. Walker 
THE IBSTOCK ENVIRONMENT TO 1800 
In the year 1800 the village of Ibstock, lying below the slopes of Bardon Hill in the north
west of the county of Leicester, looked very different from what it is today: fewer houses, 
more fields. The latter were a relatively recent phenomenon, for prior to 1774 there had 
been three large open fields: Buftown Field to the north, Nether Field to the west, and 
Upper Field to the east. Enclosure had meant a more sensible and economic use of the 
land . When Mr Throsby made his excursion to Ibstock in 1790 he described it as a large 
place, consisting of about 160 well-built houses along one long street, 1 the present High 
Street. Ten years later as the nineteenth century opened little had changed. The first 
national census of 1801 had estimated that Ibstock contained 148 houses, inhabited by 152 
families, a total population of 763.2 

The town lay on a road which forked east off, then ran parallel to, the Hinckley to 
Melbourne Turnpike Road . This was Principal Street where the bulk of the houses lay and 
which was linked to the turnpike by Smith's Lane and Deacon's Lane. It became the 
practice to name these side-lanes after a particular inhabitant. There were also Locker's 
Lane. Cramp's Lane, Pegg's Lane. In addition, there were the frequently traversed foot
paths to the Helpout Mill at Odstone, and bridle paths, to Bagworth. Along the turnpike 
at the top of the hill towards Nailstone was Belchar's Bar, and situated at an equally 
desolate place, on the crossroads with Pisca Lane which led to Heather, stood the tollgate 
house. Old names remained: Overton to the south of the church, Bufton (Abovetown) to 
the north along the turnpike. 3 

Ibstock was an extensive parish, for it included the chapelries of Hugglescote and 
Donington-le-Heath. The rector, Rev. Spencer Madan, was not only a wealthy man, but 
also a celebrated preacher. 4 Equally famous was Thomas Paget (1732-1814) whose family 
had farmed at Ibstock since the fifteenth century. A contemporary of the famous Robert 
Bakewell of Diseworth, he, too, had made a name for himself breeding livestock and with 
the fortune he had acquired set up his son in the county bank at Leicester. He was 
numbered among leading ram-breeders in the midlands and there is still today at Ibstock a 
public house whose name, The Ram, bears witness to this reputation and has done so for 
two hundred years. Paget's ewes fetched a high price: 130 sold at his sale in November 
1793 for 3200 guineas. He was also described as 'a superior manager of the highest class of 
yeomanry ... made himself master of the art of sod-draining, ... has sent young men, 
of his instructing, into various districts as sod-drainers . .. '. 5 

In the past the village had had its share of notorious connections. William Laud, later 
beheaded whilst Archbishop of Canterbury, had been inducted as rector of Ibstock in 
1617 and held the living for nine years. 6 In stark contrast at the other end of the social 
scale a woman by the name of Elizabeth Ridgeway had gained notoriety when in 1684, 
having been found guilty of poisoning her mother, fellow-servant, sweetheart and 
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husband, she was burned alive at Leicester . Even for less serious crimes punishments in 
those days were harsh: 

'Whereas one Mary Wild hath beene this present session convicted for the felonious 
taking away of one Strike and halfe of Beans from one Thomas Pagett junr it is 
therefore ordered by this Court that the Keeper of His Majesty's Gaol for this 
County of Leic. doth forthwith convey the said Mary Wild to lbstock in this county 
to the constable of the said towne of lbstock who is hereby ordered to strip the said 
Mary Wild to the middle and soundly whip the said Mary Wild at lbstock aforesaid 
on Friday next. ' 7 

JOHN BALL (1766-1825), agricultural labourer 
Two families living in lbstock in 1800 were descended from William Ball who originally 

came from Ravenstone and who in 1757 had married Frances Hextall. One of their sons, 
John, and his wife Elizabeth had a family of seven children and lived in an acient cottage 
in the Overtown Road which they rented of Earl Howe. This gentleman claimed to be lord 
of the manor of lbstock. John Ball was merely one of his many agricultural labourers. 
The cottage remained in the family throughout the nineteenth century. 8 

Early Howe was decended via the female line from the Hennens family, iron-masters of 
Birmingham, who in 1685 had purchased the manors of Gopsall (near the village of 
Shakerstone and almost five miles from lbstock), Norton, and Twycross. A new stately 
mansion, reputedly the finest in the western part of the county, was built around 1750 at 
Gopsall by Charles Jennens, friend and patron of the composer Handel, at a cost of 
£100,000.9 The 600-acre deer park surrounding the Hall together with the lawns, groves 
and temples cost another £80,000. 10 

The life of an ordinary agricultural worker like John Ball was very different, his 
circumstances reflected by a table of expenditure and income given by Sir Frederick Eden 
in his Report on the State of the Poor in 1797: 

Expenditure and Income of an Agricultural Labourer's Family of Eight Persons in 1795 

Expenses by the week: Bread, flour and oatmeal 
Yeast and salt 
Bacon, or other meat 
Tea, sugar and butter 
Soap 
Candle 
Cheese 
Beer 
Milk 
Potatoes 
Thread and worsted 
TOTAL 
Per annum 

Plus: Rent 
Fuel 
Clothes 
Births, burials, sickness 
TOTAL 

37 
1 
1 
8 
0 

£ s d 
11 2 

15 
4 

15 
10 
5 
0 

3 
3 
9½ 
2½ 
3 
2½ 

½ 
4 
3 
4 
1 
4 
0 
0 
1½ 
0 

50 14 5½ 



Earnings per week: The man 
The woman 
The children 
TOTAL 
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12 0 
0 0 
3 6 

15 6 
Per annum 40 6 O 
Deficiency 10 8 5 ½ 

The claim of Earl Howe to the manorial rights of Ibstock did not go unchallenged, for 
the freeholders of the village and a certain Mr Brentnall of Bagworth were keen 
competitors. Nonetheless, he seems to have owned considerable land at one time, 11 and in 
his cottages lived numerous tenants, including the Ball family in Locker's Lane. John's 
son James and his wife Sarah were living there in 1854 and the annual rent was estimated 
at £3.lOs. 12 

Rent would have been a major item in the budget of a farm labourer such as James 
Ball. 13 Whereas his father would have earned about ls.6d. a day at the beginning of the 
century, he would have had to cope with higher prices of grain and wheat as a result of the 
Napoleonic Wars (1795-1815). In 1807 bread cost 2d. a pound. Fuel, in the form of coal, 
was mined locally, but cost in excess of IOs. a ton. A load might be provided free in the 
winter, and beer was sometimes a bonus in the summer. Not until the mid-1830s did the 
labourer's lot improve in real terms 'and that period of relative prosperity was soon to be 
followed by the Hungry Forties. 14 

WILLIAM BALL (1790-1825), framework knitter 
John Ball's eldest son William died in 1825, the same year as his father, aged only 34. 

Unlike his brothers he had decided not to earn his living on the land, but instead to try his 
hand at something he may have felt would give him an easier, more independent life: the 
life of a framework knitter. In fact, the choice he made meant a hard existence for him 
and his family, and a premature death. Framework knitting was certainly an alternative 
occupation to working on the land at Ibstock, but it was not a healthier one. 

During the first half of the nineteenth century this hosiery manufacturer was still 
domestic in character, scattered in hundreds of cottages and workshops throughout the 
villages of Leicestershire. There it had existed for many years since the stocking-frame had 
been invented by William Lee at Calverton, Notts., in 1589 and introduced to Hinckley in 
Leicestrshire by William Iliffe around 1640. 17 Stockingers, working at home on hired 
frames, but employed by middle-men for the Leicester manufacturers who supplied them 
with materials, may in theory have been able to choose their own hours of work, however 
long, but they remained cheap labour . At lbstock there were two self-styled manufactuers 
of hose, or truck-masters, Jospeh Newbold and Benjamin Thirlby. 18 

John Page, a framework knitter at Ibstock, working in 1844 for Mr Sargeant of 
Leicester, though able to make three dozen hose a week on two frames, had to pay so 
much in expenses (2s. rent of frames, 4d. carriage, 6d . seaming, 4½d. needles, and 3d. 
soap and oil, plus candles in the winter) that all he could earn in the space of a week was 
7s.3d. net. Of Benjamin Thirlby he reported: 'A man whose name is Thirlby pays the 
hands the money, and then they pay Mrs Thirlby for the goods they have had. He sells 
bread, and candles, and drapery, and those kind of things. He did sell grocery and flour, 
and now sells meat. He is a farmer, a hosier, a butcher, and a draper, and has several 
frames of his own. " 9 
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Only a few of the knitters had land of their own; most rented a piece of ground for 
growing potatoes, if they could, from May to Michaelmas . William Pemberton, a fellow 
framwork knitter, had only one frame, but the same expenses. He had the following to 
add: 

'The bagmen are a great evil; it is almost impossible for a man to go to a hosier to get 
work for himself. Because if you go to a hosier to ask for work, he says, 'Where do 
you come from?', the reply is, such a place. 'Oh, such a man there has machines that 
work for .me; cannot you go to him and get work?' I say directly, 'I do not like work
ing under any man; I do not want any man to answer for my work; I would rather 
bring it myself and answer for the faults.' 'Oh, I cannot allow any such thing, you 
must go to him' .. . As respects Thirlby, a bagman, he sells meat, bread, and 
grocery; he is overseer of the poor; and the levy gatherer; and the whole bunch of the 
system is in his hands. I have known his hands within the last fortnight to have but 
half a dozen 3s. hose in a week, and he has actually taken ls.Id . out of it - ld. for 
carriage and ls. for the rent. I worked to him myself till within these 12 months, and 
I could not agree with him. I remember one week I went up to his shop for some 
meat on the Saturday. I went into the warehouse, and saw my hose lying on the 
counter that I had took in on the Friday night to go to Leicester. I took them up in 
my hand . On the Monday morning, he brought the hose and flung them at me, and 
said, he had had the hose back again, when they had never been. I said, 'Oh now, 
how is that?' He said, 'I cannot get you the price; they will not have them of me; 
they will not take them unless I dock you 6d. a dozen.' I said, 'Well, if you cannot 
give me the money I will have the hose; I know you have never taken them to 
Leicester.' He told me many times, that if I did not let him have my money to trade 
with he could not employ me. I bundled his frames into the street, to have done with 
them all at once.20 

The general condition of the people at lbstock in the 1840s was described as very bad. 
Framework knitters and their families often had to go without meat entirely. 21 

POVERTY AND PARISH RELIEF 
William Ball had to rely on parish relief when he and his family could not manage. 

From 1822 to 1824 his rent of ls.6d a week was being provided, and when his wife bore 
their fourth child in 1823 three weekly payments of 2s. were made during her lying-in 
from January 25th to February 8th. When the baby girl was buried nine months later a 
further payment of 4s.6d . was made. 

Other members of the Ball family were also recipients of outdoor parish relief for 
various reasons: William's uncle Thomas 7s . in January 1824 when he was ill, his mother 
Elizabeth ls.6d . towards shoes in March, and his widow Mary 1 ls. for coal and shoes a 
year later in the December. William had been buried on February 6th 1825, the same day 
that his fifth child Benjamin was baptised, and thereafter the parish had paid 8s. a week to 
help support Mary and her four children. The only other alternatives were the workhouse 
or remarriage. Mary found a second husband two years later. Besides sickness and 
widowhood there was one other common source of hardship and fear among the poor: 
old age. William's brother James and his wife Sarah, like many other old people before 
the introduction of a national retirement pension in 1909, eventually came to live with 
their eldest son and his family. 
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A son of James, another William (1829-1879), married Sarah Elizabeth Mugglestone in 
1851. She was the daughter of George Mugglestone, another framework knitter who had 
died in 1844 at the age of 52 and whose wife Sarah was still earning a living as a char
woman in 1861 and providing accommodation for her son-in-law, daughter and family. 22 

Most people would do anything to stay out of the village workhouse, superseded by the 
Union Workhouse at Market Bosworth after 1834. Many parish workhouses had original
ly been set up as a result of an Act of Parliament passed in 1723 in an attempt to find work 
for the country pauper and his family. Conditions were often harsh and 
contributed to, rather than relieved, the degradation of the poor. In 1776 there had been 
as many as thirty people living in the workhouse at Ibstock, approximately one in twenty 
of the village's inhabitants. 23 

The distress of the framework knitters had been acute from the beginning of the century 
and lasted for the next forty years. 24 In very bad years they starved, and even in better, 
such as 1823-5 or 1833-6, they often only just survived. The market for textile goods was 
highly unstabled and some of the employers had devised a method of producing cheap 
stockings, called 'cut-ups', resulting in a swift drop in prices and wages. The situation 
deteriorated so badly that in desperation the knitters rioted. Instituted initially in 1803/ 4 
as a precaution against possible invasion by Napoleon, the Leicestershire Yeomanry soon 
became a bulwark against the hostile, starving workers. Ibstock was a recruiting centre 
from 1803 to 1809. 25 

By the end of 1811 the wages of the stockingers had falien from lls. a week in 1807 to 
about 7s.3d., so that in Nottinghamshire they erupted and began to smash all the stocking 
frames on which cheap goods were made or which belonged to masters who refused to pay 
the current rate of wages. 26 By the end of the year over a thousand frames had been 
rendered useless by raiding parties and within a few months the trouble had spread to 
Leicetershire. Here the knitters were less violent, merely removing the jack-wires from the 
frames and thus putting them out of action only temporarily. 27 Threatening letters were 
sent to manufacturers in Leicester, and money was collected in the villages towards the 
conspirators' cause. These collectors were already active in lbstock and Hugglescote 
during December 1811.28 These rebel knitters soon came to be called Luddites after their 
legendary leader Captain Ludd whose name was signed at the foot of every letter of 
proclamation. During 1812 they organised themselves into secret societies and on night 
raids were often aided by sympathetic villagers. Punishment was swift and harsh: three 
men were convicted of extorting money for frame-breakers in March 1812 and sentenced 
to be transported. More riots followed at Loughborough in 1816; the ringleader was 
caught and executed, seven others were transported, a year later six more of the rioters 
were executed at Leicester. 29 

The workers themselves benefitted little from all this agitation. About one-third of all 
frameork knitters in Leicestershire were said to be unemployed in 1819. 30 Many stocking
frames continued to be situated in the knitter's living-room. Wives would adminster 
opium or Godfrey's Cordial, a preparation of laudanum, to their children to keep their 
cries of hunger at bay. Furniture gradually disappeared and dwellings were for the most 
part filthy. 31 Finally, when trousers and socks took the place of breeches and stockings 
after the mid-l 820s, the industry begain gradually to stagnate. In 1844 charges for frame
rent and other things were highest in Leicestershire where the cost of frames was lowest. 
Clear earnings for an average week's work by the fully employed, of 60 to 72 hours, was 
between 5s. and 8s. Many worked only part-time or were wholly unemployed. 32 
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Wider, power-driven frames were first installed in a hosiery factory at Loughborough 
in 1839 and in the next fifteen years or so further such mechanised factories emerged in 
Leicester and Hinckley . By the year 1870 knitwear had become predominantly, if not 
exclusively, a factory product. 33 

At lbstock there had been 150 stocking-frames at one time, but by 1844 the number had 
fallen to 47, all narrow frames for 15-inch work,34 and by the end of the 1840s the 
manufacture of hosiery had disappeared from the scene. William Ball's son, also a 
William and a framework knitter resident in Back Yard, Main Street, lbstock, in 1841, 
soon afterwards moved to Leicester so as to be able to continue his profession .35 

Number of stocking frames in Leics. Leicester Gt. Britain 
in 1812 11233 1650 29582 
in 1844 18494 4140 48595 

(and in 1844 at Loughborough (906), Hinckley (1750), Shepshed (1209), Earl Shilton 
(650), Whitwick (423), Harleston (114), Market Bosworth (80), lbstock (47), Bagworth 
(34), Heather (23)) 

WILLIAM BALL (1829-1879), brickmaker 
Apart from William the framework knitter, the second generation of Balls had all 

worked on the land. William died young in 1825 at the age of 34, the second son John in 
1834 at the age of 40, so eventually it was the third son James (1796-1885) and his wife 
Sarah who moved into the cottage in Locker's Lane soon after the death of his mother in 
1841. Not all of James's sons remained in the same occupation. His second, another 
William, started out as a farm labourer, then moved to the brickworks, and finally went 
down the mine.36 

Ibstock Brick, nowadays an enormous enterprise of national and international 
importance, originally started as a subsidiary of the colliery which was founded in the 
1820s, but it was not the only place in lbstock where bricks were made. On the Main Street 
opposite the entrance to Deacons's Lane a Brickyard was marked on a map of 1848, as 
was a Brickkiln Yard at the far end of Locker's Lane. When the clay petered out in Main 
Street, later called High Street, the holes were filled by Bosworth RDC who tipped ashes 
there. 37 

Brickmaking has been an importnt industry in Leicestershire for centuries. As early as 
the 1480s bricks were used to build the castle at Kirby Muxloe and by the year 1700 bricks 
had become the normal building material for houses. 38 Holmesdale Manor at the end of 
the Main Street, built in the early eighteenth century by the Clare family, is a magnificent 
example. In the nineteenth century the more modest rows of houses which were springing 
up all over the village for the habitation of working men and women were all built in 
brick: Meadow row, New row, Elbw row, East End Terrace, Melbourne Terrance, 
Victoria Terrace. The pubs dotted about here and there were other examples: the Black 
Swan and the Ram, the Crown and the Roy! Oak, all built well before the 1830s and soon 
to be followed by the Boot, kept by Elizabeth Deacon in 1840, the Waggon ahd Horses by 
1870, the Whimsey Inn by 1880, and the Hastings Arms Hotel in 1893.39 

Rather better dwellings were erected for use by those who had managed to climb a rung 
or two on the social ladder and made a success in business, such as George Cherry 
(1832-1896) who, having made money as a coal dealer, had his own house, Rose Cottage, 
built in 1876 in Chapel Street; or Benjamin Walker, successful owner of the Bufton 
Nursery, who in the same year built his 'Strawberry Villa' on property adjoining the 
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garden of the Pisca Lane tollgate house. When the road was disturnpiked in 1880, to be 
taken over first by the Hinckley local board and then by the newly formed Bosworth rural 
district council, the tollgate house suffered the same fate as most of the others and was 
pulled down, but Benjamin Walker was able to buy the garden. 40 

CHANGES IN POPULATION 
Of the 379 males and 384 females living in Ibstock in 1801, 270 were employed in 

agriculture, 105 in trades and manufactures. Almost three quarters of the working 
population were thus employed on the land, and not until towards the end of the century 
did the picture change. After 1871 there was a tremendous increase in the population of 
the village, partly owing to expansion in the mining industry. Taken over the whole 
century, there was an increase of almost 300% in the population, rather higher than the 
national average. In 1801 75% of the nation lived in villages, by 1881 it was only 22%. Up 
to 1851 the agricultural community at lbstock had followed the national trend, 
experiencing an actual decrease in population between 1851 and 1861; thereafter, as an 
industrialised community, Ibstock followed the pattern of the towns. Between 1861 and 
1891 the number of inhabitants almost trebled. 

Population Figures 1801-1891 
1801 1811 1821 1831 1841 1851 1861 1871 1881 1891 

England, Scotland, 
11 12.5 14 16.5 18.5 21 23.5 26 30 33.5 Wales (in millions) 

OJo increase since I 801 14 27 50 68 91 114 136 173 205 
OJo increase since 180 I 

9 39 37 49 at Ibstock 55 45 117 205 284 

Population of ibstock 763 830 1058 1044 I 138 1188 1107 1656 2334 2937 
Middle class at lbstock 
based on 5 per family (1831/5) (1840) (1850) (1861) (1870) (1884) (1895) 
in directory entries in 
OJo Middle class of 

34 26 29 population 23 24 20 15 

As industriaiisation affected the village, so did the arrival of mass-produced factory 
goods and the import of foreign meat and grain in the last two decades of the century. 
This can be seen clearly to affect the role of the middle classes. One of the few men who 
survived the period 1831 to 1895 at Ibstock to ply his own trade was the saddler, John 
Messenger. William Smith and his son John kept their tailoring business going till the 
1880s, as did tailor William Hatton and his son John. The third tailor, Thomas Bailey, 
also ran the post office from the 1840s. Among those trades that disappeared were those 
of Thomas Farmer and his son James, coopers, Edward Davis and his son William, 
Richard Lawrence and his son William, both shoemaking families, Joseph and Leonard 
Palmer, cartwrights and wheelwrights, Richard Perry, blacksmith, farrier and veterinary 
surgeon. Some of these families found that running a grocery, butcher's shop or farm was 
more profitable. 
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Artisans and Tradesmen at lbstock in Directories of 

Blacksmiths 
Carpenters 
Shoemakers 
Tailors 
Dressmakers 
Butchers and bakers 
Shopkeepers 
Publicans 

1831/5 and 
5 
6 
8 
6 
4 
8 

14 
6 

1895 
1 
1 
6 
2 
2 

10 
20 
13 

New services, a number connected with the coal industry, were being provided by the 
end of the nineteenth century. George Cherry and Thomas Newbold had both set 
themselves up as coal dealers by 1884 and within the next ten years were joined by Walter 
Marriott and William Bircher. Chimney sweeps James Freemand and John Loydall were 
listed in the directories for the first time, as were hairdressers William Cramp, Samuel 
Knifton and Samuel Robinson . Both the standard of living and the expectations of the 
mining community were on the increase . 

It took somewhat longer for a member of the Ball family to aspire to such an achieve
ment, but in 1896 William Ball, son of William the brickmaker (and my great
grandfather), was able to have semi-detached houses erected in Penistone Street, which he 
called Hawthorn Cottages. They had three bedrooms, living-room, front room, kitchen 
and pantry with thrall, their own garden-pump and private rain-water supply, washhouse 
with copper, coalhouse large enough to take a horse, outside earth toilet and pig-sty half 
way down the garden which was a plot large enough to supply vegetables throughout the 
year, plus a small orchard. 

The brickworks that existed in the early part of the nineteenth century were 
comparatively small and simple with a claypit. kilns and a mill for grinding the clay; 
wooden moulds were used for making the bricks by hand . The industry expanded in 
industrial villages like Ibstock where the population was increasing rapidly.41 There the 
brickworks which had developed on the coalfield had their own manager by 1861, but was 
run as part of the Ibstock colliery Company, manufacturing sanitory pipes, earthenware, 
fire clay goods, fire bricks, glazed bricks, blue and red bricks, terra cotta chimney pots 
and agricultural drain pipes. 42 As these companies flourished and expanded, so their 
products were transported further and further beynd the county borders, becoming 
famous for their excellent durability. Of the great architectural edifices of the last century 
which owe their existance to Leicestershire bricks perhaps St. Pancras Station and Hotel, 
built in 1865, is the best-known example. 43 

NINETEENTH CENTURY EDUCATION 
Another brick building erected at Ibstock in the early years of the nineteenth century 

was the school. Indeed, the development of rural eduction in the schools of the area is in 
many ways typified by the history of the schools at Ibstock where there existed a long 
tradition of endeavouring to provide such an institution . The earliest records of a school 
at Ibstock occur in 1662 when a licence was issued to Gilbert Caulton, 'literate of Ibstock, 
to teach school', and a similar record in 1680 when George Turner was schoolmaster. 44 

The Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge listed a charity school at Ibstock 
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both in 1713 and 1724, though it could not have been a very flourishing affair, for in 1718 
the absentee rector wrote: 'There is nothing worth being called a school. I pay for some 
few children being taught but have no certain number. ' 45 Possibly the situation improved 
somewhat when in 1732 Thomas Clare, one of the leading yeomen of the parish, in his will 
gave a school-house, for the benefit of the town, to a schoolmaster teaching two poor 
children . Thus lbstock joined the ranks of those endowed village schools owing their 
existance solely to a local charitable benefactor.46 

Little is known about the school during the following sixty years except that Gamaliel 
Burton who died in 1754 was succeeded as schoolmaster by Charles Houghton who filled 
the position till his death in 1790. 47 Two yers later a free school for fifty children was 
opened, paid for by the charitable contributions of parishioners, and when the first 
edition of the new radical newspaper, the Leicester Herald, appeared on 5th May 1792, it 
carried the following advertisement: 'Wanted. At lbstock in the County of Leicester. A 
Diligent, sober man, as Schoolmaster, capable of teaching children to read, write and cast 
accompts. There is no salary annexed to the School, only a small House and School-house 
for the benefit of the Master, on condition of his teaching the poor Children. Enquiries of 
Mr Paget, of lbstock. ' 48 

At the same time a Sunday School was started. Originally initiated by Robert Raikes at 
Glouceter in 1780, the movement soon spread and the first Sunday School in Leicester
shire was established soon afterwards in Melton Mowbray. In 1786 Archdeacon Burnaby 
issued a Charge to the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Leicester giving full support to the 
movement. 49 At lb stock it relied totally on the support of the rector who, however, by the 
early 1800s was having difficulty in filling the 80 places available: 

' ... the number of children is not limited; but, from the activity of the Dissenters 
of different denominations, the supineness of churchmen of all descriptions, and the 
indifference of the poorer class, especially about all religious duties, and all places of 
worship (whether in regard to themselves or their children) the number does not 
exceed 60! ' 50 

The comments of the rector, Rev Spencer Madan, and his curate, William Southwell, 
made in 1818, did not appear to agree: 'The poor are very desirous to have their children 
instructed, and the building a school on the Madras system, by voluntyary contributions, 
is now in contemplation.' Only a few children were being instructed by a master, two of 
them gratis, and the old school-house where he lived, described as a small cottage, had 
fallen into a bad state of repair. Otherwise the only other places to which parents could 
refer their children were three dames' schools, where any education given was extremely 
elementary and the lady in charge usually no more than an unqualified child-minder. 51 

Children at lbstock, therefore, would seem to have received little education at this time, 
and when they came to get married and sign the register in church, they could only make 
their mark. Such was the case with James Ball and his brothers and sisters. 52 

The National School was built at Ibstock at the top of the lane leading down to 
Thirlby's farm, the Grange, in 1818. Clare's school was allowed to fall down as the years 
passed until in 1829 the ruins were sold to Richard Thirlby for £20 and the money from 
the sale placed in the hands of Mr Paget, the Leicester banker, son of Thomas Paget, and 
in 1831 member of parliament for Leicetershire, at interest and in 1834 was being used for 
the benefit of the parish. The schoolmaster, Thomas Bates, received the interest plus an 
annual payment of 20s., the rent of a cottage and garden taken possession of by the parish 
officers from a poor woman who had been in debt to the parish. Mr Bates was assisted by 
his wife Elizabeth and the school now accommodated 80 boys and 50 girls. It was paid for 
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by subscription and a contribution from the incumbent of £40-50 a year. 53 

The National School also took children from Hugglescote and Heather. After 1833 it 
was possible to apply to the government for a building grant, so Hugglescote had its own 
school by I 838, but when Her Majesty's Inspector, Rev Henry Mosely, visited it six years 
later he was not impressed: 

Site is a farmyard; the school-room and offices, in most objectionable proximity, 
cover the whole of it. Children pay Id . weekly. 16 males and 25 females at exam. 3 
boys' and 3 girls' classes (in the same room), taught only reading writing and 
arithmetic . 54 

Heather received its own school in 1845. 55 

At lbstock, in addition to the National School, there were in 1833 three infants' schools 
catering for a small group of about a dozen children each, and two nonconformist 
Sunday Schools. Of the latter the larger was run by the Baptists, attracting 32 boys and 48 
girls, and the smaller by the Wesleyan Methodists, founded in 1827 and catering for 13 
boys and 12 girls. Both were supported by members' contributions.56 

Nonconformist ambitions to have a day school of their own were realised in 1847 when 
the British School was opened at the top end of Smith's Lane . The site had been given by 
Thomas Paget and the school cost £208 to build, of which £127 was provided by the 
promoters and the remainder by a government grant. The school was a 'commodious 
building in the Elizabethan style' with places for 108 children who paid 2d. a week for 
their tuition under their master and mistress, James and Mary Wilcox. Within a couple of 
years there was an average daily attendance of 94. The British School at Ibstock was one 
of only six such schools in the county at this time. 57 

Immediately, of course, the Anglicans took steps to counteract their rivals, and in 1848 
the Natioinal School, now under John and Sarah Bark by, was enlarged . 58 Three years 
later a new, fully qualified schoolmaster was appointed in the person of Obadiah Hall 
who received much praise when the annual inspection by the Rev J.J. Blandford took 
place on 13th July 1851. Though he had 'only been 6 months in charge . .. he has 
improved the school'. The children were then being taught in four classes with the 
assistance of two young ladies 'who are considerably older than monitors usually are'. 76 
pupils were present at the inspector's examination out of an ordinary attendance of 80. 
When the inspector returned two years later on 1st July 1853 the number was 70 out of 83 
and his report was encouraging: 'The lower classes should improve in reading, but 
generally there is an improvement throughout the school'. 59 

Mr Hall's successors did not enjoy such a smooth career. After a disagreement with the 
rector, Henry and Sarah Hind, who had arrived in 1861, were asked to resign, but refused 
to do so and moved the children to be taught in a house in Principal Street opposite 
William Thirlby's butcher's shop .60 Eventually the Hinds gave in, and by 1870 Mr and 
Mrs J.W.C. Johnson were in charge. 61 

Meantime, there were new teachers at the British School, Mr and Mrs C .H. Hadcock, 
but a few years later it had to close down and was bought by the parish for less that £10 
and converted into a Town Hall or parish room with lending library. 62 Another attempt to 
open a nonconformist day school was made by the Baptists in 1881 in order to augment 
the minister's stipend, but after a year it was discontinued.63 

In 1870, the year of the first Education Act and the state's first attempts to provide 
universal elementary education by setting up non-denominational school boards where 
necessary, the National School was again enlarged, perhaps in an effort to ward off 
threats from outside the established church.64 However, some years later in 1883, it was 
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reported in the Leicester Chronicle on 1st August that there had been considerable trouble 
over the school at lbstock as regards the management. With the passing of the British 
School, the Church of England was exercising something of a monopoly in education in 
the village, and the rector and his committee who managed the school or rather 'repeated 
his decisions', came in for the brunt of the attack from ratepayers who because they were 
nonconformist were denied the right to have an influence in the election of officers. The 
rector immediately ascended his pulpit to defend his position publicly. Neverthless, the 
school board was soon established, with the manager of the colliery as its chairman, and 
the noncoformists had their way. 65 

By 1884, when Henry and Lousia Whyman were in charge, the population had 
expanded so greatly that a branch school had to be opened at Elistown where a pit had 
been sunk in 1876. There were 788 children registered at the two schools .66 Attendance 
was far more regular since the state had intervened. Employment of children under 10 was 
prohibited in 1876, an Industrial (Reform) School was set up at Desford in 1878 where 
habitual truants were sent, school pence was abolished in 1891, and the minimum leaving 
age \'fas gradually raised to 12 by the end of the century. In 1884 an attempt was also made 
to improve the education of the adult males, many of whom could not read or write 
though lack of attendance in the past when education was not compulsory. A night school 
was duly opened, but sadly only one young man presented himself for enrolment. 67 

The school had to be enlarged for yet a third time in 1892 to house 420 children, and by 
1895 the average attendance was 325. Louis Henry Griffith was now in charge, and in that 
year a new infants' school was erected further down the lane for 250 children which had 
an average attendance of 176 under its new mistress Miss Meek. 68 

The school was an important amenity for people living at Ibstock. As the village grew, 
so did its needs . In 1883 a cemetery was opened, the gas works (1877), sewage works, 
public baths and recreation ground, and no less than three small isolation hospitals for 
smallpox and other contagious diseases. 69 

WILLIAM BALL (1860-1943), collier 
In 1871 William and Sarah Ball and their family of eight children were living in 

Meadow Row. By this time the head of the household had once again changed jobs and, 
according to the census, was employed as a collier. His four eldest sons followed suit. In 
an expanding industry the growing population was easily absorbed in occupations. Not 
only was output at Ibstock increased, but there were several other pits within walking 
distance including those of Ellistown (opened in 1873), Bagworth (1826), South Leicester 
(1876), Heather (1890) and Nailstone (1876) . Miners would consider even greater 
distances, to Snibston, Whitwick or Measham. 70 

Coalmining in Leicestershire has a history extending over many centuries, and one of 
the earliest records is of two 'collyers' at Coleorton in 1498, since which time there is a 
fairly continuous record of the industry in the area. Before the nineteenth century, 
however, lbstock was part of a predominantly agricultural enclave with the exception of 
some small-scale mining at Hugglescote and Heather between 1790 and 1800. At that time 
coal was brought in from as far as Oakthorpe, and in 1809 there is a record of the 
prosecution of Thomas Mee, carrier, who was accused of unloading some of his coal to 
avoid the lbs tock weighing machine on the turnpike road. 71 

In 1825 a shaft was sunk at lbstock by farmer William Thirlby on land belonging to 
lbstock Lodge and occupied by the family for many years . 200 feet down a three-and-a
half-foot thick seam was encountered, and the business was begun. At first only a dozen 
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miners were employed, but then, in 1832, prospects were much improved when a railway 
was opened from Leicester to Swannington to serve the collieries, but also to carry 
passengers. The railway was the brainchild of William Stinson who owned Long Lane 
Colliery, sunk at Whitwick in 1824. He approached a wealthy landowner, John Ellis, with 
the idea, and the latter visited George Stephenson in Liverpool. The railway, among the 
first of its kind, performed valuable service for many years, even after its 
amalgamation with the Midland Railway in 1845.72 

A branch line was opened to lbstock, constructed by the colliery owners themselves . It 
had a guage of 4ft.8½ins. and was ready by 17th July 1832, on which day the first coal 
from Ibstock was transported by rail to Leicester. At first the waggons were drawn by 
horses, then in 1833 a locomotive engine was ordered from Messrs . Robert Stephenson 
and Co. and named the 'Ibstock' . Two years later the mine shaft was extended to a greater 
depth in order to reach a lower coal seam and the colliery was reported to have been 
'worked to a considerable advantage in the last two or three years' .73 

William Thirlby soon found, however, that it ws becoming more and more difficult to 
sell his coal, once the Main coal was being mined in neighbouring pits, although his prices 
were not as high as at Whitwick. In 1830 he went bankrupt and his business and firm were 
seized by the Rev Thomas Storer of Wigston . In 1838 the colliery was sold to a newly
formed company which consisted of 28 partners, the chief of whom were John Whetstone 
part-owner of Whitwick Colliery, and E.M . Green, solicitor of Ashby . The Ibstock 
Colliery company immediately set about sinking to a better quality seam of coal. In 1849 a 
larger engine, the 'Samson' which had formerly belonged to the Leicester and 
Swannington Railway, was acquired to replace the 'lbstock' . It continued to work the line 
till 1862. 74 

The early 1840s were marked by the first industrial disputes when the miners demanded 
'a fair day's wage for a fair day's labour' . A Royal Commission was appointed in 1842 to 
investigate the employment of women and children in coalmines . The situation on the 
Leicestershire coalfield compared favourably with that elsewhere: no females in the mines 
at all, and no boys underground below the age of ten . Conditions of work were also 
reported: a full week was six days (though perhaps only half that in the slack summer 
months) and hours of work were from 6a.m. to 6p.m. with half an hour for ascent and 
descent, half an hour for breakfast and a whole hour for dinner at Ibstock. Safety 
measures included a restriction on the number of men allowed to ascend or descend the pit 
at any one time to six, with a fine of sixpence if the rule were infringed. Wages, in fact, 
were much better than those of either a farm worker or a framework knitter. A stallman 
could earn 3s . a day in 1842, rising to 5s .6d. in 1872 and 8s .2d. in 1891, whilst a filler 
could count on about 75% of these amounts. Each week the miner would pay a couple of 
pence into the colliery field club to provide against sickness, accident or death. 75 

By this time coal production had increased considerably. Whereas in the first twelve 
months of its running (July 1832 to July 1833) the railway transported 5400 tons of coal 
from lbstock to Leicester, in 1844 the figure had risen to 13211 tons, and in the first six 
months of 1845 it was 8629. By mid-century it could be asserted that: 

'within the last few years a mine has been worked here with considerable advantage. 
The Leicester and Swannington Railway, a branch of which communicates with the 
colliery, has been the means of rendering the mines and quarries of this district, a 
material benefit to the proprietors, as well as to the surrounding towns and 
villages.' 76 
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In the 1850s the colliers of lbstock were receiving welcome bonuses. Each fortnight the 
team of men responsible for getting the most coal was rewarded accordingly. At New Year 
there was a special celebration and annual dinner for the workmen, and on special 
occasions, as for instance when a new heading was made, ale was provided. Between 
October 1859 and February 1861 the colliery railway carried a magnificent 69946 tons of 
coal. When John Whetstone, principal owner of lbstock Colliery and both Whitwick and 
Ibstock Brick and Tile Works, died in 1867 he was said to be the 'most extensive employer 
of labour in the district. 77 

With increased production came also the demands of the miners for a 2d. increase in 
tonnage rate in 1864, and the owners conceded this within two weeks. Moves were also 
under way for improvements in pit safety . Cages and wheeled tubs replaced baskets and 
rope. Nevertheless, accidents, and especially roof falls, were not infrequent, and 
occasionally they were fatal as when William Glover aged 38 was knocked off the cage in 
the shaft by bringing up timber with him, contrary to regulations. 78 

By the 1870s a stable managerial hierarchy had been established in the pits. The Mines 
Act of 1872 made it compulsory to have a fully qualified manager. The under-manager 
was a go-between and conveyed the manager's instructions to the stallman (or butties) 
who contracted to get the coal at so much per ton, provided their own candles, gun
powder, timber and tools and were, therefore, paid more than the hewers. In 1873 lbstock 
Colliery had a proposed share capital of £100,000 and in 1875 60000 tons of coal were 
raised at 6s. profit per ton .79 

The transport network was widened in 1873 when the Ashby and Nuneaton Joint 
Railway was opened with a station halfway between lbs tock and Heather. This line, in 
fact, proved to be more useful to the Heather Colliery which was situated quite close to it. 
Ten years later it was followed by the Charnwood Forest Railway from Coalville to 
Loughborough, enabling coal to be transported to the north of the county. Hitherto it had 
been the turnpike road through lbstock which had assisted in supplying markets to the 
north and south, and it was not unknown for the surveyor in his report to blame the heavy 
coal carts for damaging the surface of the road. 80 The latter half of the 1870s was not a 
favourable period for the coal trade. Depression caused much unrest among miners. At 
lbstock the colliers were quite fortunate, for they were not subjected to a cut in wages at 
first. Those at other mines who went on strike in 1876 were obliged to return to work on 
the owners' terms, and eventually lbstock miners had to agree to a reduction. 81 

In his spare time the miner dispalyed an interest in sports. Earlier in the century some of 
these had been of a rather violent nature, with mention of prize fights at Coalville in 1858 
and of cock fighting at Coleorton as late as 1872. By this time, however, attention was 
focussed more on cricket and football. A team of footballers consisting entirely of 
members of the Storer family would play on the royal oak field. The animal-baiting, once 
no rare phenomenon during the annual Wakes Week, had now given way to skittles, 
roundabouts, swings and gypsy shows. In 1873 a Working Men's Institute was opened at 
Coalville, and it was not long before it was followed by one at lbstock. Here reading 
material was available and lectures and brass band concerts were organised. 82 

In 1863 a National Association of Miners had been founded, but it was not until almost 
twenty-five years later, in 1887, that the Leicestershire Miners' Association was formed 
with a weekly subscription of 6d. for men and 3d. for boys. By the year 1900 60% of local 
miners belonged to it. The union soon became effective as, for example, in February 1900 
when the lbstock Colliery Company was successfully taken to court for 'non-payment of 
wages and for failing to pay compensation to Fletcher after his accident'. 83 
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The final decade of the century was a time of mixed blessing for the miners of Ibstock. 
There was a lockout lasting some time during an industrial dispute in 1893. A relief 
committee was set up and benefits to the miners accounted for 63% of the union's 
expenditure that year. At the same time the inspector of mines found the condition of the 
horses quite appalling; the poor animals were emaciated, underfed, covered in sores and 
in terrible pain. Then, two years later, a brighter note was struck when Ibstock became the 
first colliery to obtain new coal-cutting machines which had been used in Scotland since 
the 1870s. The proprietors at the time were Thompson Bros. who also owned mines in 
Ayrshire. 84 

WIDENING HORIZONS 
Opportunities for employment were relatively plentiful in the Ibstock area in the nine

teenth century. It was seldom necessary to travel far afield either to look for work or for 
any other purpose, so that a journey to Leicester, thirteen miles away, was a rare, and 
therefore exciting, episode in the daily routine that characterised the lives of ordinary 
people.85 

Contact with the wider world was at first maintained chiefly via the Post Office. By 
1843 a Receiving House, a subsidiary of the main office at Ashby, had been established at 
the premises of Thomas Bailey who also ran a tailor's and drapery in Deacon's Lane, 
where it remained till the 1880s. At first letters arrived just once a day at I030a.m. from 
Ashby, but by 1895 when the sub-office at Ibstock was directly under the Leicester office, 
they came twice a day, at 7 .20a.m. and 4.30p .m. The number of collections during the day 
had likewise doubled. By the end of the century, as well as dealing with letters, the post 
office at Ibstock also served as a telegraph office, savings bank and an insurance and 
annuity office. Newspapers were also an innovation, both nationally in the shape of the 
Daily Mail which arrived in the 1880s, and locally with the appearance in 1896 of the 
Coalville Times.86 

The cheapest form of local transport was by carrier cart. In 1861 Thomas Jacques, 
grocer, travelled to Leicester every Saturday, and William Newman, butcher, on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays, whilst Richard Lagoe, grocer, went to Hinckley on Monday, 
Loughborough on Thursday, and Ashby on Saturday. In 1895 three carriers plied between 
Ibstock and Leicester on Wednesdays and Saturdays: Thomas Dawson, John Henry 
Gutteridge and George Armson. Thomas Mee, fruiterer travelled to Loughborough on a 
Thursday and to Ashby on a Tuesday and Saturday. 87 

Long distance travel earlier in the century was mainly by road. Ashby was the nearest 
point of access and in 1835 boasted no less than five daily coach services: to Burton, the 
Potteries and Liverpool; to Leicester, Northampton and London; to Nottingham or 
Birmingham; to Derby, Matlock, Bakewell and Sheffield; to Leicester or Burton. By this 
date, of course, it was possible to travel to Leicester via the 'steam carriages', and within 
three years there was to be a link via the midland Railway to London; but it was a mile or 
so to the nearest passenger station at Bagworth and, in any case, too expensive for the 
average Ibstockian. Nevertheless, by mid-century the railways were making coach services 
almost obsolete. 88 

Not until 1873, with the advent of the Ashby to Nuneaton Joint Railway, did Ibstock 
have its own railway station, and that was shared with Heather, being situated halfway 
between the two . The Friday evening market train to Coalville became popular as the new 
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town expanded rapidly, offering a greater selection of shops and merchandise. By 1895 
branches of chain stores had arrived in lbstock, like the Star Tea Company, the Coalville 
Working Men's Co-operative Society, Brown and Sons, boot and shoemakers. 89 

RELIGIOUS WORSHIP 
When William Ball (1860-1943) married Lucy Ann Cherry in 1883 he married into a 

family which was Baptist by persuasion, but the marriage took place in the parish church, 
because that was the only church which was licensed for such an event, though by this 
time a large percentage of the population of the village were of similar non-conformist 
belief.90 

At the beginning of the nineteenth century this had not been the case. Then the parish 
church still represented the main focal point of social activity, and by the middle of the 
century church-going was the regular practice of a third of the population, and the 
percentage was probably higher in rural areas. Whenever there was a threat to the 
establishment retaliatory or preventative measures were taken, as when great numbers of 
Irish Roman Catholics began to settle at Whitwick from about 1830 onwards. An appeal 
was launched to raise money for a new church parsonage and school and to counteract the 
'sudden invasion of Papery into this parish'; over a thousand pounds were raised and the 
rector of lbstock contributed a hundred of them. Periodically, St. Denys, the parish 
church of lbstock, had to be restored as, for instance, in 1884 when the old square box 
pews and the gallery were removed, or on the occasion of Queen Victoria's Diamond 
Jubilee in 1897 when the chancel was restored and a new organ installed. 91 

Despite Anglican predominance, however, the history of non-conformism at lbstock 
stretched back over two hundred years or so. In 1669 there were about 40 dissenters at 
lbstock of various presuasions: Presbyterians, Anabaptists, Independents and Quakers. 
Three years later licences were issued for them to meet at the houses of Elias Gadsby, 
Richard Batts, Thomas Pagett, Joseph Taylor and John Husband.92 At Bardon a small 
Presbyterian chapel was erected in 1694 and its minister in 1800 was Rev Thomas Willis 
Paterson, a resident of Donington-le-Heath. He caused quite a stir when he wrote 'A 
Letter addressed to the Three Denominations of Protestant Dissenters in the County of 
Leicester; containing a selection of the principal arguments in favour of 
Nonconformity . . . ' and published and distributed it amongst the inhabitants of 
Ibstock. The curate, Rev H.H. Baber, published a reply which brought about its 
withdrawal. 93 

The eighteenth century had seen considerable growth among the non-coformists sirice 
John Wesley first visited the area in 1741 when he came to Markfield '- the first of a score 
of visits to Leicestershire over the next fifty years - to preach at the invitation of Lady 
Huntingdon. His sermon on 'I will heal their backslidings: I will love them freely' led to 
the conversion of schoolmaster John Taylor who then began preaching in the locality. In 
1743 a group of believers from near Barton-in-the-Beans heard him and came together 
under Thomas Alldridge who was subjected to the most brutal persecution. One night his 
house was attacked by a mob and he was dragged off to Nailstone where he was forced to 
undergo merciless ridicule . He died in 1748 at the age of 69 and was buried with his wife, 
the inscription on their tomb an apt testimony to their Christian faith: 

'Herelie two babes, not three years old: yet many years in sin 
We wandered in the sinner's paths, and took delight therein 
A preacher came in Jesus' name, and show'd us in God's Word 
Christ bore our sins; we this believed; then we were born of God'94 
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Within ten years the congregation had become Baptist by conviction, and each Sunday 
the Barton Preachers, as they became known, went forth into the villages roundabout to 
preach the Gospel of Christ, establishing preaching houses wherever they went, one of the 
first at Hugglescote in 1760. When the Association of General Baptists met at Leicester in 
1786, of its 2357 members from various counties 565 belonged to Leicestershire chapels. 
In 1798 the Society of Hugglescote Baptists was formed, and in December of that year the 
house of Samuel Pickering was licensed for preaching at Ibstock. 95 

It was at first supported by the Hugglescote Baptists who in 1814 helped to finance the 
building of a chapel at Ibstock costing £269.16s.3d. It opened for worship on Febrary 2nd 
and its minister was Rev Thomas Orton; a Sunday School was commenced in 1820.96 

One year later, in 1821, the Methodist Chapel was built, possibly on the site of an 
earlier building. The origins of the Methodists in the area can be traced back to the 
famous Griffydam Love Feasts and John Wesley's visit there in 1779. A splinter group, 
the Primitive Methodists, began cottage meetings in Deacon's Lane at the house of 
chimney sweep John Loydall in 1837, and in 1840 the Methodist Chapel in Bufton was 
enlarged. In 1855 yet a third branch of the Methodist movement was represented with the 
building of a Wesleyan Reform Chapel in Narrow Lane at a cost of £120 on land 
purchased from Richard Thirlby, grocer of High Street, for £1. The Primitive Methodist 
Chapel went up in Pegg's Lane in 1867.97 

The closing years of the century were marked by a further expansion of non
conformists beliefs. In 1878 the Ibstock Baptists formally separated from the Hugglescote 
Chapel with 57 members. In 1892 the Methodist Chapel was again enlarged, whilst a 
Baptist Manse was built in Chapel Lane. A spiritual revival soon followed, particularly 
during the ministry of Rev A.E. Johnson who came to the manse in 1895; there were 
open-air meetings, cottage prayer meetings, flourishing finances. The final recognition 
came with the 1898 Marriage Act, allowing non-conformists to apply for permission to 
perform marriages, which the Baptist Chapel did at once - too late perhaps for William 
Ball and Lucy Cherry, but not for their daughter Edith Ada when she wed Ernest Gilliat 
ten years later in 1908. Both husband and son-in-law may have been brought up as 
members of the Church of England, but their Baptist wives were to exercise the dominant 
influence on the spiritual upbringing of their children.98 

PASTIMES 
Church and chapels played a significant part in the lives of the people of Ibstock 

throughout the nineteenth century, but there were other activities and celebrations which 
assisted in brightening their leisure hours. Prominent among these was the Wake, a relic 
of medieval times, which always fell during the first weekend following October 11th and 
which brought the hand-turned horses and side-shows erected on Church Hill and in the 
Crown fields near the church. 

At Whitsuntide came the so-called Club Feasts when members of the Friendly Soicieties 
would parade round the streets to the music of the brass bands, proudly displaying their 
banners. These included the Order of Oddfellows which met at the Crown and the all
female Lily of the Valley Society. For a small weekly fee members would receive free 
medical treatment and a weekly sickness benefit. 99 

During the Gay Nineties the people of lbstock were also offered the opportunity to 
enjoy the novelty of a travelling theatre. Every year Billy Holloway erected his portable 
theatre just off the High Street, and inside, in an atmosphere warmed by a primitive 
brazier, the men, women and children of the village were made to laugh and cry by 
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popular melodramas such as 'Maria Martin and the Red Barn', East Lynne', 'The 
Mormon's Bride', or 'Home Sweet Home'. There was not only drama, but also music. 
The Ibstock String Orchestra frequently gave concerts in the National School in aid of the 
Church or of the Cricket Club started by the Colliery Company, whilst Mr Cramp's Band 
followed a series of lectures on topics which ranged from the human body to the Indian 
Mutiny. The variety was considerable. Ibstockians in the nineteenth century may not have 
travelled far afield on the whole; instead entertainment came to them or else they provided 
their own. 100 
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